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MILLWOOD PRODUCTS

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

How do these tests work?

Our SCC tests rely on a chemical reaction between an enzyme found in milk cells and a
dye on the test strip. This reaction causes the test pad to turn blue—the darker the
colour, the higher the somatic cell count.

What if | already use a monthly screening program?

Our SCC test complements monthly screening programs, making it easier to monitor
specific cows on a hot list or to test fresh or treated cows in between scheduled
screenings.

How do your SCC tests differ from the CMT?

- Our SCC test provides actual numerical readings, unlike the CMT.

- Detects significantly lower somatic cell counts (SCC), offering greater sensitivity.

- Compatible with both quarter and composite milk samples.

- Helps identify subclinical mastitis cases with SCC in the lower 100,000s—critical
for early intervention.

- Test strips indicate if a milk sample has an SCC below 100,000.

- Focused on early detection of subclinical disease, allowing farmers to act quickly
and prevent losses from mastitis, ketosis, and related conditions.

Can | dip the test strip in milk or squirt milk directly onto it?
No. Accuracy depends on using a specific volume of milk. Please follow the test
instructions carefully.

How fresh should the milk be?
Milk samples should be tested within 8 hours of collection. For bulk tank samples,
ensure none of the milk is older than 8 hours.

Does milk temperature affect the test?
Yes. If the milk has been refrigerated, let it warm to room temperature before testing.

Should | mix the milk sample before testing?
Yes, mixing the milk sample before testing is recommended for accurate results.

What if | accidentally add extra drops of milk to the test strip?
Adding too much milk can lead to artificially high results. It’s best to redo the test with
the correct amount.

Can | use these tests for dairy goat or sheep milk samples?
No. Currently, there is no SCC test available for sheep, goats, or other animals.

Please call us if you require further advice: 01225 460234



